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Alterations to the Russian River by
Coyote Dam include entrenchment of
20 ft in the main river channel and
alteration of stream flow by reservoir
releases for water supply. These
changes have altered groundwater
levels in the tributary streams. This
experiment demonstrated that the
shallow groundwater begins to
recede from the river confluence
upstream and undergoes a steep
decline as the river water levels drop
and releases are reduced.

It is very likely that these altered
tributaries do not have connected
flows for very long in a dry to very dry
year. These conditions limit access for
steelhead trout to spawning and
rearing habitats upstream in the
creek canyons.





