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Lack of grazing, prescribed burns adds fuel to California’s wildfires, say experts
and stakeholders

SLIDE 1 OF 6

Beefing up the level of grazing, as shown here on Highway 121 early this year, may avert more disastrous infernos. (Susan Wood / North Bay
Business Journal photo)
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It broke Soul Food Farm owner Alexis Koefold's heart to lose 80% of her Solano County homestead at the fury of the

Hennessey Fire.

She was forced to evacuate at 1 a.m. Wednesday when the eastern portion of the raging LNU Lightning Complex fire exploded

over from Napa County’'s Lake Berryessa, descending on her Pleasants Valley Road neighborhood north of Vacauville.
With 10 minutes to evacuate, she couldn’t even get her animals out.
“I wouldn't leave the farm. | was afraid | couldn’t get back in,” she told the Business Journal.

It didn't have to be this way, according to many land management experts and stakeholders. They believe these types of

catastrophic fires could be prevented with more prescribed burns and natural grazing by sheep, goats and cows.

Miraculously, Koefold's olive orchard, lavender field and house remained standing and all the livestock found a way to survive.
The sheep and cows scattered, and the chickens flew the coup. When she returned on Friday, she found them all gathered, as

if they knew where home was.

“So many friends lost everything — a litany of them. The fire skipped around. There was no time,” she said, while pondering

the future of her 20-year-old farm.

The Solano County Farm Bureau states that the Hennessey Fire has consumed at least 120 barns. The organization is beefing
up its website in its efforts to be a one-stop resource for farmers and ranchers trying to navigate loss on such a massive

scale. In particular, hay is needed to help feed the livestock that survived.

“We've lost multiple farms,” Solano County Agricultural Commissioner Ed King told the Business Journal. These farms and
ranches, which include horses, sheep, goats and alpacas that perished, represent livestock in a state defined as the largest

agricultural economy in the world.

Still, King tried to remain upbeat. Agriculture, California’s cash-cow industry, is resilient enough to come back, as it has every

time a gigantic wildfire mows down an area filled with diverse produce and livestock.

California Farm Bureau spokesman Dave Kranz is also convinced the state’s ag reputation should not be placed in jeopardy if

year after year devastating fires consume the landscape and infrastructure along with them.

“I think we're a long way from that. It's such a big state. No other state has this variety of conditions and soils like California.
Also, it has the expertise and resilience that's hard to have in the middle of a crisis,” he said, adding that livestock and
“certainly a lot” of grazing land were affected. “Everybody is concerned about the grapes. Fortunately, the vines tend to add

firebreaks, and they're more fire resistant. Unfortunately, they've had a fair amount of experience in this.”

What kind of long-term impact these raging infernos will have on the environment and ecology of California remains to be

seen, Kranz pointed out.
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“Fire is just a part of the ecology here,” he said.
Research on fire prevention

California’s departure from livestock grazing to manage lands has ‘added fuel to the fire,” says
Leslie Roche, UC Davis.

But how can California keep fire in check?

Two top academic natural resources experts believe it's time for government and private enterprise to get serious about

managing lands by eliminating barriers to additional prescribed burns and more grazing.

“Unfortunately, we have to go through these kinds of disasters to draw attention to this. We have to bring more tools to the
table. We do this by reducing their probability and building more productive, resilient communities because there’s always

going to be fire,” said Leslie Roche, a cooperative extension specialist in rangeland science and management at UC Dauvis.

Roche insists that the state’s departure from livestock grazing to manage lands has “added fuel to the fire,” with its negative

assumptions on environmental impacts starting in the 1960s.

The academic cites the “cultural burns” Native Americans conducted in the pre-1800s that worked well to manage the ranch
lands. Plus, more grazing animals roamed the pasturelands, keeping the vegetation to a more manageable height and
context.

For one thing, the “brush lands” consist of invasive scrub brush like madrone and Manzanita, which firefighters refer to as
“fire bush,” that overtake the grasslands. But even the high grass presents a problem if it's allowed to grow over 4 feet high
without prescribed burns reducing its size, Sheila Barry, a UC Santa Clara cooperative extension director and natural

resources adviser contends.

Barry estimated large losses in not only the infrastructure that supports the farming but in the soils the livestock feeds on.

When fire burns so hot taking a massive amount of structures in its wake, the ground is consumed and robbed for up to two

years of the biomass necessary for recovery of the soils the animals forage on. The scarred landscape leaves an

uninhabitable white ash and opportunity for brush to take over.
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“Managing the grass is better for the cattle,” Barry said. “We kind of have to get over the idea people believe that natural land

grazing doesn't belong. We could be more strategic about this.”

We need to decrease the fire danger. What we do know is we have healthy diverse landscapes

when we graze.
— Loren Poncia, Stemple Creek Ranch

Loren Poncia, who runs Stemple Creek Ranch, is convinced cattle on his 1,000 acres in Marin County has improved the

ecological landscape of his surroundings. Stemple Creek Ranch is out of the Woodward Fire's path, but Poncia sees the
smoke.
“It seems to me, in the '60s and '70s, we had more grazing and logging, but now they're gone to the wayside. I'm a fan of

diverse habitat. Don't get me wrong. We need to decrease the fire danger. What we do know is we have healthy diverse

https://mww.northbaybusinessjournal.convVarticle/industrynews/lack-of-grazing - prescribed-burns-adds-fuel-to-californias-wildfires-say/ 4/10


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CxvjIl-P9X8q5OpasiAPP-JIw8dyRmGDH1tSB8gyQm6q4vhAQASDv6_hrYMn-7YaAgKAZoAHa27OEA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE7wJP0BdRprXjyu7L64yH_OZzhjm9OG8mfzc_CszvCgGUEtmvG0c0vEQerFzMacGiYEUPpJNXmcNWC0SDi5mVNEpFJBEY_DKu2EfJKv_IYKWkgT_SwfnIB6g7DeMq-5eUWB_WmBfoqYDLxZVyAoRxLpKr7AF35Uo1ENPvXPOT6tECNHpjquAx5RZ67upziKmFLV8JfOuAcB3on-sJA9boAybjGgsINVilVVqC57Jg7NH5I5PuStK4jrpAsyUbUDtXa8qznNYmJQLiGLdOKQgYjp2aKEWMXTIlA43k0tqH866pJ9gP-uG1yUf0_bd6Jw7kR7PLwkc9rocmlsEyvreErjboFM9T30yb69b60L51GbHyiM8hD553zoUZxDOrJTvVsp0dDrYOfGToA76W-87N5CL6phruWH1zm3u2Of-hBhEkRm7DjYKCF2qtPYfQjr-9qx_Xk1RWoFjJOwCQvRv0vDg5i0KKYh9opaa6Z6vZLvBbwATbruH-lAPgBAGgBi6AB46kzHuoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB5SYsQKoB6XfG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB2xCfFD2fUtZdMSgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoDbo7m9A3JPlONQNioFIoYg&sig=AOD64_2yYqr_LUXfST70NW1DlbdhVsUOJA&client=ca-pub-5737588794101836&nb=9&adurl=https://naturefreshpurifier.com/blog/air-dust.php%3FaffId%3DFAA74003%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dairdust_df3544%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIiuG10PyW7gIVFhZiCh1PvAQGEAEYASAAEgKthvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CxvjIl-P9X8q5OpasiAPP-JIw8dyRmGDH1tSB8gyQm6q4vhAQASDv6_hrYMn-7YaAgKAZoAHa27OEA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE7wJP0BdRprXjyu7L64yH_OZzhjm9OG8mfzc_CszvCgGUEtmvG0c0vEQerFzMacGiYEUPpJNXmcNWC0SDi5mVNEpFJBEY_DKu2EfJKv_IYKWkgT_SwfnIB6g7DeMq-5eUWB_WmBfoqYDLxZVyAoRxLpKr7AF35Uo1ENPvXPOT6tECNHpjquAx5RZ67upziKmFLV8JfOuAcB3on-sJA9boAybjGgsINVilVVqC57Jg7NH5I5PuStK4jrpAsyUbUDtXa8qznNYmJQLiGLdOKQgYjp2aKEWMXTIlA43k0tqH866pJ9gP-uG1yUf0_bd6Jw7kR7PLwkc9rocmlsEyvreErjboFM9T30yb69b60L51GbHyiM8hD553zoUZxDOrJTvVsp0dDrYOfGToA76W-87N5CL6phruWH1zm3u2Of-hBhEkRm7DjYKCF2qtPYfQjr-9qx_Xk1RWoFjJOwCQvRv0vDg5i0KKYh9opaa6Z6vZLvBbwATbruH-lAPgBAGgBi6AB46kzHuoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB5SYsQKoB6XfG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB2xCfFD2fUtZdMSgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoDbo7m9A3JPlONQNioFIoYg&sig=AOD64_2yYqr_LUXfST70NW1DlbdhVsUOJA&client=ca-pub-5737588794101836&nb=19&adurl=https://naturefreshpurifier.com/blog/air-dust.php%3FaffId%3DFAA74003%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dairdust_df3544%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIiuG10PyW7gIVFhZiCh1PvAQGEAEYASAAEgKthvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CxvjIl-P9X8q5OpasiAPP-JIw8dyRmGDH1tSB8gyQm6q4vhAQASDv6_hrYMn-7YaAgKAZoAHa27OEA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE7wJP0BdRprXjyu7L64yH_OZzhjm9OG8mfzc_CszvCgGUEtmvG0c0vEQerFzMacGiYEUPpJNXmcNWC0SDi5mVNEpFJBEY_DKu2EfJKv_IYKWkgT_SwfnIB6g7DeMq-5eUWB_WmBfoqYDLxZVyAoRxLpKr7AF35Uo1ENPvXPOT6tECNHpjquAx5RZ67upziKmFLV8JfOuAcB3on-sJA9boAybjGgsINVilVVqC57Jg7NH5I5PuStK4jrpAsyUbUDtXa8qznNYmJQLiGLdOKQgYjp2aKEWMXTIlA43k0tqH866pJ9gP-uG1yUf0_bd6Jw7kR7PLwkc9rocmlsEyvreErjboFM9T30yb69b60L51GbHyiM8hD553zoUZxDOrJTvVsp0dDrYOfGToA76W-87N5CL6phruWH1zm3u2Of-hBhEkRm7DjYKCF2qtPYfQjr-9qx_Xk1RWoFjJOwCQvRv0vDg5i0KKYh9opaa6Z6vZLvBbwATbruH-lAPgBAGgBi6AB46kzHuoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB5SYsQKoB6XfG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB2xCfFD2fUtZdMSgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoDbo7m9A3JPlONQNioFIoYg&sig=AOD64_2yYqr_LUXfST70NW1DlbdhVsUOJA&client=ca-pub-5737588794101836&nb=0&adurl=https://naturefreshpurifier.com/blog/air-dust.php%3FaffId%3DFAA74003%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dairdust_df3544%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIiuG10PyW7gIVFhZiCh1PvAQGEAEYASAAEgKthvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CxvjIl-P9X8q5OpasiAPP-JIw8dyRmGDH1tSB8gyQm6q4vhAQASDv6_hrYMn-7YaAgKAZoAHa27OEA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE7wJP0BdRprXjyu7L64yH_OZzhjm9OG8mfzc_CszvCgGUEtmvG0c0vEQerFzMacGiYEUPpJNXmcNWC0SDi5mVNEpFJBEY_DKu2EfJKv_IYKWkgT_SwfnIB6g7DeMq-5eUWB_WmBfoqYDLxZVyAoRxLpKr7AF35Uo1ENPvXPOT6tECNHpjquAx5RZ67upziKmFLV8JfOuAcB3on-sJA9boAybjGgsINVilVVqC57Jg7NH5I5PuStK4jrpAsyUbUDtXa8qznNYmJQLiGLdOKQgYjp2aKEWMXTIlA43k0tqH866pJ9gP-uG1yUf0_bd6Jw7kR7PLwkc9rocmlsEyvreErjboFM9T30yb69b60L51GbHyiM8hD553zoUZxDOrJTvVsp0dDrYOfGToA76W-87N5CL6phruWH1zm3u2Of-hBhEkRm7DjYKCF2qtPYfQjr-9qx_Xk1RWoFjJOwCQvRv0vDg5i0KKYh9opaa6Z6vZLvBbwATbruH-lAPgBAGgBi6AB46kzHuoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB5SYsQKoB6XfG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB2xCfFD2fUtZdMSgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoDbo7m9A3JPlONQNioFIoYg&sig=AOD64_2yYqr_LUXfST70NW1DlbdhVsUOJA&client=ca-pub-5737588794101836&nb=7&adurl=https://naturefreshpurifier.com/blog/air-dust.php%3FaffId%3DFAA74003%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dairdust_df3544%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIiuG10PyW7gIVFhZiCh1PvAQGEAEYASAAEgKthvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CxvjIl-P9X8q5OpasiAPP-JIw8dyRmGDH1tSB8gyQm6q4vhAQASDv6_hrYMn-7YaAgKAZoAHa27OEA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE7wJP0BdRprXjyu7L64yH_OZzhjm9OG8mfzc_CszvCgGUEtmvG0c0vEQerFzMacGiYEUPpJNXmcNWC0SDi5mVNEpFJBEY_DKu2EfJKv_IYKWkgT_SwfnIB6g7DeMq-5eUWB_WmBfoqYDLxZVyAoRxLpKr7AF35Uo1ENPvXPOT6tECNHpjquAx5RZ67upziKmFLV8JfOuAcB3on-sJA9boAybjGgsINVilVVqC57Jg7NH5I5PuStK4jrpAsyUbUDtXa8qznNYmJQLiGLdOKQgYjp2aKEWMXTIlA43k0tqH866pJ9gP-uG1yUf0_bd6Jw7kR7PLwkc9rocmlsEyvreErjboFM9T30yb69b60L51GbHyiM8hD553zoUZxDOrJTvVsp0dDrYOfGToA76W-87N5CL6phruWH1zm3u2Of-hBhEkRm7DjYKCF2qtPYfQjr-9qx_Xk1RWoFjJOwCQvRv0vDg5i0KKYh9opaa6Z6vZLvBbwATbruH-lAPgBAGgBi6AB46kzHuoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB5SYsQKoB6XfG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB2xCfFD2fUtZdMSgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoDbo7m9A3JPlONQNioFIoYg&sig=AOD64_2yYqr_LUXfST70NW1DlbdhVsUOJA&client=ca-pub-5737588794101836&nb=8&adurl=https://naturefreshpurifier.com/blog/air-dust.php%3FaffId%3DFAA74003%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dairdust_df3544%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIiuG10PyW7gIVFhZiCh1PvAQGEAEYASAAEgKthvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CxvjIl-P9X8q5OpasiAPP-JIw8dyRmGDH1tSB8gyQm6q4vhAQASDv6_hrYMn-7YaAgKAZoAHa27OEA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoE7wJP0BdRprXjyu7L64yH_OZzhjm9OG8mfzc_CszvCgGUEtmvG0c0vEQerFzMacGiYEUPpJNXmcNWC0SDi5mVNEpFJBEY_DKu2EfJKv_IYKWkgT_SwfnIB6g7DeMq-5eUWB_WmBfoqYDLxZVyAoRxLpKr7AF35Uo1ENPvXPOT6tECNHpjquAx5RZ67upziKmFLV8JfOuAcB3on-sJA9boAybjGgsINVilVVqC57Jg7NH5I5PuStK4jrpAsyUbUDtXa8qznNYmJQLiGLdOKQgYjp2aKEWMXTIlA43k0tqH866pJ9gP-uG1yUf0_bd6Jw7kR7PLwkc9rocmlsEyvreErjboFM9T30yb69b60L51GbHyiM8hD553zoUZxDOrJTvVsp0dDrYOfGToA76W-87N5CL6phruWH1zm3u2Of-hBhEkRm7DjYKCF2qtPYfQjr-9qx_Xk1RWoFjJOwCQvRv0vDg5i0KKYh9opaa6Z6vZLvBbwATbruH-lAPgBAGgBi6AB46kzHuoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB5SYsQKoB6XfG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB2xCfFD2fUtZdMSgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoDbo7m9A3JPlONQNioFIoYg&sig=AOD64_2yYqr_LUXfST70NW1DlbdhVsUOJA&client=ca-pub-5737588794101836&nb=1&adurl=https://naturefreshpurifier.com/blog/air-dust.php%3FaffId%3DFAA74003%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dairdust_df3544%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIiuG10PyW7gIVFhZiCh1PvAQGEAEYASAAEgKthvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_VN1Yqb5r9p2LNra-uLM38C6hLkMVgspCA0XlUytexHLIbBWmQDUg5BXV5PUAkPTvfFhVthhGS13OuUMgMRjIOItOGN-lawS9hiakVwzhKpvWZzEu0fuWT8bbAiJAU7zyaNIQz3A4vZfxMdHjW6O8wtexOtvVLMhsoEV3R4A4FqXl1jZhYhWL8PC5r0NdICWRkh3vrRZCvU7324_rIY29ueXx8gxaBc1eyVmL5RJ9i7ygExjglhjax3cEwMtYfXTRTeGgnkZiMeSh1HW9xcgZvDXprlbyPiaqjg4QX1Ci5ReqpwRpz9j1SJ6U,32uW0u_U85bHfQuoH5dPKw&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_VN1Yqb5r9p2LNra-uLM38C6hLkMVgspCA0XlUytexHLIbBWmQDUg5BXV5PUAkPTvfFhVthhGS13OuUMgMRjIOItOGN-lawS9hiakVwzhKpvWZzEu0fuWT8bbAiJAU7zyaNIQz3A4vZfxMdHjW6O8wtexOtvVLMhsoEV3R4A4FqXl1jZhYhWL8PC5r0NdICWRkh3vrRZCvU7324_rIY29ueXx8gxaBc1eyVmL5RJ9i7ygExjglhjax3cEwMtYfXTRTeGgnkZiMeSh1HW9xcgZvDXprlbyPiaqjg4QX1Ci5ReqpwRpz9j1SJ6U,32uW0u_U85bHfQuoH5dPKw&source=display
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst93GTjLBNeCS0kYjfUBWRaIXYGjOFeivO58I2Z0UJStP3dZ8pZwzULxUJIyRyn5qFvXP5CQIVEsqXLOxyiiK3VtfAjn--NrPb5CIoaue-3eVdZWvMre7orM-Zpg8xIjpd2KxaxDjVhXj_puJNBTzJbFXO6bNmhkNwHlVwMnaaaFXs3QFgw9rya2G6Ceply_kWrw_4pQpKHEhK4xGAjTciodRNA2lTmJnKFVPmMOB-cdqQWIseVtlxaSQPwkXJlg1ekgmf0N3rZUi8PdKZ3Wu2CtDd3_NnF_wcNh1GHA3NDC6f2BwZbqkdHHYeASeaqenc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKCyfsg7unbg&adurl=https://www.dpf-law.com/%3Futm_source%3Dnbbj%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3Dsmi_digital_2020
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/industrynews/sonoma-county-vaccination-event-hoped-to-become-model-fo-state/?ref=moststory
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/industrynews/granny-units-may-be-a-big-solution-for-californias-housing-shortage/?ref=moststory
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/sonoma-county-to-study-relocating-government-center-to-downtown-santa-rosa/?ref=moststory
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/closed-restaurants-stacking-up-in-healdsburg-as-buyers-market-attracts-i/?ref=moststory
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/industrynews/federal-small-business-coronavirus-relief-loan-period-opens-jan-11-while/?ref=moststory
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/industrynews/how-sonoma-valley-hospital-went-from-only-days-of-cash-left-to-stable-and/?ref=moststory

1/12/2021 Lack of grazing, prescribed burns adds fuel to California’s wildfires, say experts and stakeholders

landscapes when we graze,” Poncia said.
Solutions may require more cooperation.

“There needs to be more collaboration between government agencies,” Sonoma County Farm Bureau Executive Director

Tawny Tesconi said. “There are even riparian water sources affected by fire.

Tesconi singled out Oregon for its progressive land-management plans, with its more aggressive controlled burns and

thinning operations.
“That's what California needs to do,” she said.

In respect to the money awarded to Sonoma County by Pacific Gas & Electric for relief from its role in the devastating Wine
Country fires of the last few years, Tesconi said she would like some of that compensatory relief to go toward contracting with

grazing operations on public lands and assistance for private property owners.

“Nowhere did | hear from the Board of Supervisors to use this to better manage the wildfires,” Tesconi said, referring to the

proposals as simple in nature. “It's not like Sonoma County is going to fix climate change.”

Some environmental groups don't necessarily prescribe to these types of policies when it comes to managing the land and

the species that live there. They argue that the practice of grazing is destructive to the land.

Burn up the bureaucracy, some contend

Much of the argument surrounding the use of more prescribed burns involves the bureaucracy of getting them and believing

they spur poor air quality.

But when to comes to the pollution of a prescribed burn versus wildfires, the state agency in charge of monitoring the air

quality prefers initiated burns.

“We're very supportive of prescribed burns,” California Air Resources Board spokeswoman Amy MacPherson said. “If we can

help, we recognize it as an important tool. We far prefer (these controlled burns) to these massive fires.”

In the last few years, the state Legislature has shown it shares an appetite for increasing these critical land management

policies.
Cal Fire in January will introduce a streamlined permitting process for prescribed burns.

California Senate Bill 1260, which was approved in September 2018, directs agencies to up the pace and scale of prescribed

burns in California.
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Still, getting prescribed burns on the schedule involves a cumbersome process. It requires not only a smoke management
plan to be filed with the local air quality district, within the North Bay and beyond at the Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management
District, Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District, Lake County Air Quality District or Bay Area Air Quality

Management District. It also mandates a burn plan be filed with the corresponding fire agency.

That's why the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection will introduce a streamlined process to the permitting
process next January. The state’s primary fire agency aims to increase the acreage of prescribed burns each year. In 2019,
more than 25,000 acres had burned.

“It's been proven right now things are out of balance. The California forests have adapted to fire. It clears out the underbrush

and brings light on the forest floor,” said Christine McMorrow, Cal Fire's resource management spokeswoman.

Hurdles need to be circumvented. There needs to be more training of “burn bosses,” who can specifically manage controlled
fires, she noted. The U.S. Forest Service has a similar program.

In order to proceed with these prescribed burns, criteria has to be met that involves something no one can control — Mother

Nature. Wind speeds, temperatures and fuel moistures are all factors.
Nevertheless, there's no contest to which type of fire is better for the land and the air to McMorrow.

“People are impacted heavily by these wildfires. Smoke drifts, and it's not just brush and timber that's burning. They're

burning cars and homes and putting toxins in the air,” she said. “So maybe we can open our windows a little more.”
Otherwise, Northern California may be forced to live with constant devastation and bad air quality year after year.
Instead, one Wine Country county is taking matters into its own hands, albeit in small steps.

The Napa County Farm Bureau put on a prescribed fire workshop last February that brought out more than 75 people to
teach private landowners and managers how to implement controlled burns on their property. The workshop highlighted

successes in other counties that are geared toward the making of an association model for all in the state.

“We believe private landowners are excellent stewards of the land. This fire (year) has proven the point that prescribed burns
are so necessary,” Farm Bureau CEO Ryan Klobas said, advocating for more managed burns and grazing. “These types of
techniques are absolutely necessary to take this type of fire defense, so that when we have fires, they don't burn so out of
control.”
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